
Academic Decathlon-Elective

Instructor Angela Quinlan Phone (909) 388-6419 Exten: 6228

School Pacific High School E-mail angela.quinlan@sbcusd.com

Office
Hours

7:25AM- 3:00PM

Required Text:

Materials covering a variety of subjects in: Art, Economics, Language & Literature, Math, Music, Social

Science, Science, Speech, Essay, and Interview

Description:

Welcome to Academic Decathlon.  This program is an elective that provides intensive studies in a variety of

core subjects, while focusing on an assigned topic.  The program is set to prepare students for the rigorous

environment of a competitive nature in alignment with California U.S. Academic Decathlon (USAD)

standards. The interdisciplinary program covers the fundamentals of a curriculum in six different subjects,

and provides training in speech, essay, and interview techniques.   The program addresses the standard

aspects of the following:

                                         a)  Five of the six National Content Standards for Visual Arts (Grades 9-12)

                                         b)  All twenty of the Voluntary National Content Standards in Economics

                                         c)  Eleven of the twelve Curriculum and Content Area Standards for English and

                                               Language Arts

                                         d)  All five of the National Content Standards for School Mathematics (Grades 9-12)

                                         e)  Four of the nine National Content Standards for Music (Grades 9-12)

                                          f)  Four of the seven National Science Education Content Standards (Grades 9-12)

                                         g)  Four of the ten National Curriculum Standards for World History (Grades 9-12)

Goals:

1.  To prepare students’ knowledge in a variety of interdisciplinary curriculum

2.  To promote students’ imaginative abilities in reaction to an assigned topic.

3.  To introduce and help students develop techniques through styles of genres; history and movements;

      literary, musical, and mathematical concepts; key terms and relevance.

4.  To provide an opportunity to increase understanding in a variety of subject matter and to encourage

      well rounded individual and group interactions that are rigorous, relevant, and responsive to social

      issues

Requirements:

Students are required to come to class prepared with all necessary materials, maintain a Classroom

Curriculum Notebook, follow all school and classroom rules (Respectful, Responsible, Safe, Academically

Engaged), and to participate in classroom activities, discussions, and group interactions.

Resources:

USAD Guides, Library/Career Center use, additional reading materials, videos, music, and additional

       outside sources—including field trips.



Evaluation/Assessment:

Assessment is done primarily through essays, quizzes, and oral communication, as well as projects, oral

presentations, and hands-on activities.  There will be weekly assessments and checks for understanding

terms, content, and focus areas.  Students are expected to be active participants in discussions, outside

activities, and individual/group interplay.    There will be a final exam at the end of the first and second

semesters.

Grading:

Grades are calculated using total points.  To figure percentage, divide the total points earned by the total

points possible.  (If figuring in extra credit, add points to the points earned, but not to the points possible.

(Standard District grading Scale)        100-90 = A                    69-60   = D

89-80   = B                    59-50   = F

                                                                   79-70   =C

Dear Parents and Guardians:

         I want to encourage you to work closely with your student, just as I will, to ensure that this year will be a

successful one.  It is my desire to work as closely with you as possible to make sure this happens.  I have

included my telephone number and my e-mail address, so please feel free to contact me as needed (visit

by appointment or prior arrangement only).  I would also like to know the best way and time to

communicate with you.  Please indicate this below.  In addition, please read and review the syllabus with

your student.  Again, welcome to you and your student and let’s look forward to a great year!

**************************************************************************************************************************

(Please return this portion)

I have read and discussed the course syllabus and class requirements with my student.  I agree to

encourage my student:

              -to attend school daily

              -to do his/her best to complete all assignments in a timely manner

              -to bring all necessary supplies daily

              -to follow class and school rules

Student’s Name: _____________________________   Student’s Signature: _____________________________________

                                                  (print)

Parent/Guardian’s Name: ______________________   Parent/Guardian’s Signature: _________________________

                                                                  (print)

                   The best way and time to contact me is: (Indicate preference)

     ___Home telephone number: _____________________________________________Time:______________________

     ___Business telephone number: ___________________________________________Time:______________________

     ___Cell phone: ___________________________________________________________Time:______________________

E-mail address: ________________________________________________________________________________________


